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now inserted over the west gate of the church, and a column of
red marble which stands beside it, belong probably to the earliest
days of the settlement at Lérins. In the little chapels scattered
over the island fragments of early sarcophagi, inscriptions, and
sculpture have been industriously collected and preserved. But
the chapels themselves are far more interesting. than their con-
tents. Of the seven which originally lined the shore, two or three
only now remain uninjured ; in these the building itself is either
square or octagonal, pierced with a single rough romanesque
window, and of diminutive size. The walls and vaulting are alike
of rough stonework. The chapels served till the Revolution as
seven stations which were visited by the pilgrims to the island,
but we can hardly doubt that in these, as in the seven chapels at
Glendalough, we see relics of the earlier coenobitic establishment.

¢ The cloister of the abbey is certainly of a date later than the
massacre of the monks, which took place, according to fradition,
in the little square of wild greensward which lies within it ; but
the roughness of its masonry, the plain barrel roof, and the rude
manner in which the low, gloomy vaulting is carried round its
angles, are of the same character as in the usual tenth-century
buildings of Southern Gaul. With the exception of the masonry
of the side walls there is nothing in the existing remains of the
abbey church itself earlier than its reconstruction at the close of
the eleventh century. The building has been so utterly wrecked
that little architectural detail is left; but the broad nave, with its
narrow side aisles, the absence, as in the Aquitanian churches, of
triforinm and clerestory, and the shortness of the choir space,
give their own individual mark to S. Honorat. Of the monastic
buildings connected with the church only a few rooms remain,
and these are destitute of any features of interest, They are at
present used as an orphanage by the Franciscans, whom the
Bishop of Fréjus, by whom the island was purchased, has settled
there as an agricultural colony.

‘The appearance of the Moslem pirates at once robbed S.
Honorat of its old security, and the cessation of their attacks was
followed by a new danger from the Genoese and Calabrians who
infested the coast in the fourteenth century. The isle was alter”
nately occupied by French and Spaniards in the war between
Francis and Charles V.; it passed under the rule of commendatory
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‘abbots, and in 1789, when it was finally secularised, the four
jousand monks of its earlier history had shrunk to four.
erhaps the most curious of all the buildings of Lérins is
hat which took its rise in the insecurity of its mediaeval
stence. The castle of Lérins, which lies on the shore to the
of the church, is at once a castle and an abbey. Like many
the great monasteries of the East, its first object was to give
urity to its inmates against the marauders who surrounded
hem. Externally its appearance is purely military; the great
wer rises from its trench deep cut in the rock, a portcullis pro-
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s the gate, the walls are pierced with loopholes and crowned
th battlements. But within, the arrangements, so far as it is
ssible to trace them in the present rninous state of the building,
n to have been purely monastic. The interior of the tower is
pied by a double-arched cloister, with arcades of exquisite
pointed work, through which one looks down into the little
below. The visitor passes from this into the ruins of the
abbot’s chapel, to which the relics were transferred for security
m the church of S. Honorat, and which was surrounded by the
s, the refectory, and the domestic buildings of the monks.
e erection of the castle is dated in the twelfth century, and



